No. 462              THE SPECTATOR                    237
No. 462.       Wednesday, August 20,1712        [STEELE
Nil ego prcetulerim jucundo sanus amico.   HOB., 1 Sat. v, 44
PEOPLE are not aware of the very great force which pleasantry in company has upon all those with whom a man of that talent converses. His faults are generally overlooked by all his acquaintance, and a certain carelessness that constantly attends all his actions, carrres him on with greater success, than diligence and assiduity does others who have no share of this endowment. Dacinthus breaks his word upon all occasions both trivial and important; and when he is sufficiently railed at for that abominable quality, they who talk of him end with, * After all he is a very pleasant fellow '. Dacinthus is an ill-natured husband, and yet the very women end their freedom of discourse upon his subject, ' But after all he is very pleasant company '. Dacinthus is neither in point of honour, civility, good breeding, or good nature unexceptionable, and yet all is answered, 4 For he is a very pleasant fellow '. When this quality is conspicuous in a man who, has, to accompany it, manly and virtuous sentiments, there cannot certainly be anything which can give so pleasing gratification as the gaiety of such a person; but when it is alone, and serves only to gild a crowd of ill qualities, there is no man so much to be avoided as your pleasant fellow. A very pleasant fellow shall turn your good name to a jest, make your character contemptible, debauch your wife or daughter, and yet be received by the rest of the world with welcome wherever he appears. It is very ordinary with those of this character to be attentive only to their own satisfactions, and have very little bowels for the concerns or sorrows of other men; nay, they are capable of purchasing their own pleasures at the expense of giving pain to others. But they who do not consider this sort of man thus carefully, are
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